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Many hands make light work.  

A glance at the cover of this report reveals that it has been written by nineteen different authors, and that makes this 
Community Collections Archaeological Research Project (CCARP) slightly different than previous volumes in the series.  

In the past, the Newfoundland and Labrador Archaeological Society (NLAS) has engaged an archaeologist to document 
a privately-held collection of archaeological artifacts, and write a report about what they learn. In this case, the archaeol-
ogist (Tim Rast) brought one such collection to an undergraduate class he was teaching at Memorial University, and 
made the collection part of a class project. Together, the students learned how to analyze and illustrate these artifacts 
throughout the course of the semester, and as a group, they wrote this report.  

Archaeological sites are often found by sharp-eyed observers who notice archaeological artifacts on the ground surface, 
and Bill Melbourne found these artifacts in two locations in Burgeo, Newfoundland. We want to thank Bill for sharing 
this collection with the NLAS; in so doing, he provided us with new information on archaeological sites in the Burgeo 
area, and also provided a group of students with a new and exciting learning opportunity. 

As a group committed to the preservation of our shared archaeological heritage in this province, the Newfoundland and 
Labrador Archaeological Society continues the Community Collections Archaeological Research Project (CCARP) in 
2016-2017. This project’s goal is to document the privately-held collections that are scattered across our province. By 
analysing the collection and producing a richly illustrated report, we hope to give everyone a chance to see the artifacts 
and learn about them. Our aim is not to encourage private collection of artifacts, but rather to record these undocument-
ed sites, as well as educate and inform people about what to do if you find an archaeological site.  

It is with great pleasure that I present to you the latest Community Collections Archaeological Research Project, on the 
Melbourne Collection from Burgeo. The collection has now been donated to the Province of Newfoundland and Labra-
dor, and serves to enrich our understanding of the archaeology of the Burgeo region.  

Every archaeological collection presents an opportunity to learn something new about the past. In this case, the collec-
tion also formed a fundamental, experiential learning exercise for our province’s up-and-coming archaeologists. For this 
opportunity, the NLAS thanks Bill Melbourne for donating the collection, and the eighteen undergraduate students who 
worked hard to analyse the collection; we also gratefully acknowledge the support of the Department of Archaeology at 
Memorial University and the Provincial Archaeology Office of the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador.  

 
Amanda Crompton 
NLAS President 
St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador 
October 4, 2016 

https://nlarchsociety.ca/ccarp/
http://www.btcrd.gov.nl.ca/faq/arch.html
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Introduction 

In the Fall of 2015, Bill Melbourne of Burgeo shared a 

collection of artifacts that he had surface collected from 

two locations near Burgeo, Newfoundland and Labrador 

with Tim Rast and the Newfoundland and Labrador Ar-

chaeological Society (NLAS).  In consultation with the 

NLAS Board of Directors, the Provincial Archaeology 

Office (PAO), and the Department of Archaeology at 

Memorial University of Newfoundland (MUN) it was 

decided to use the cataloguing of this collection as a 

classroom exercise with MUN archaeology students.  

During the 2016 winter semester, the students cata-

logued, illustrated, and photographed the collection.  

The results of this exercise are presented here. 

The Burgeo coastline is diverse, ranging from steep-

sided fiords to shallow sheltered barasways, and from 

sandy beaches to an archipelago of granitic bedrock is-

lands.  This varied environment has attracted people for 

several thousand years as evidenced by the discovery of 

artifacts typical of the Maritime Archaic, Groswater Pal-

aeoeskimo, Dorset Palaeoeskimo, and Recent Indian 

cultures.  Systematic excavations in the area have been 

limited, with the majority of archaeological evidence 

coming in the form of surface and underwater artifact 

collections made by local residents and shared with ar-

chaeologists over the years.  Gerald Penney and Tim 

Rast spent time in the area visiting the sites that were 

known to local collectors and established a culture histo-

ry for the area (Penney 1985, Rast 1999).  Archaeological 

research in the area has focused on examining and de-

scribing the culturally specific settlement patterns within 

the region and the impact of changing relative sea level 

on the sites and landscape (Rast 1999, Rast et al 2005, 

García Moreno 2015). 

Arch4153 

Between January and April 2016, Tim Rast taught Arch 

4153 Lithic Analysis to students in the Archaeology De-

partment of Memorial University of Newfoundland in 

St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador.  The students 

learned how stone tools were manufactured and used 

Figure 1: Location of sites mentioned in the text. Base map: Google Earth 
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through hands-on flintknapping experiments and by 

working with collections of artifacts from Newfound-

land and Labrador.  Bill Melbourne’s collection formed 

the basis of one of the lab exercises in cataloguing and 

recording lithic artifacts.  The students measured and 

described each artifact and also illustrated and photo-

graphed them.  The cataloguing was done in accordance 

with the practices established by the Provincial Archae-

ology Office and the completed Specimen Record 

Forms along with the artifacts were submitted to the 

Province on behalf of Mr. Melbourne (Government of 

Newfoundland and Labrador 2016).  A sample of the 

student’s lithic illustrations and photographs are present-

ed in this report and each of the students consented to 

have their work included here and to be listed as a co-

author.  Every member of the class who completed the 

assignment has at least one photograph or illustration 

included in this report. 

Bill Melbourne Archaeology Collection 

The artifacts collected by Bill Melbourne and donated to 

the Province were collected from two locations.  One 

site was located near Mr. Melbourne’s cabin in the Big 

Barasway (Big Barasway , CjBk-03) and the other was 

located on the southern edge of Cuttail Island (Venils 

Passage, CjBj-21) in the Burgeo Group of Islands.  Both 

of these sites were previously know to archaeologists 

and Rast (1999) visited both sites and catalogued other 

artifacts from them in 1997.  The artifacts submitted 

here were collected by Mr. Melbourne between 2012 

and 2015. 

Big Barasway 3, CjBk-03 

The Big Barasway lies west of the community of Burgeo and 

the Burgeo group of Islands (Figure 1).  It is a shallow, shel-

tered salt water lagoon separated from the ocean by a long 

sandbar.  The opening to the barasway is on the western end 

of the sandbar.  The western edge of the Big Barasway is dot-

ted with old tilts and more recent cabins built by the residents 

of Burgeo.  The cabin owners often find traces of the people 

who lived there before them and many of the cabin owners 

have collections of artifacts found around their property and 

on the beach.  Bill Melbourne owns one such cabin and over 

the years has found dozens of artifacts.  His cabin is located 

about 12 km northwest of Burgeo along the western edge of 

the Big Barasway, in the first big cove north of the barasway’s 

outlet (Rast 1999:152).  The area is designated CjBk-03 (Big 

Barasway 3) and extends for approximately 300 meters along 

the shore in an area occupied by at least four cabins, includ-

ing Mr. Melbourne’s (Rast 1999:152).    

In 1997, Rast visited the site as part of his M.A. research into 

the settlement patterns of Pre-Contact Burgeo and catalogued 

several dozen artifacts held in local collections.  Dorset Palae-

oeskimo and Maritime Archaic artifacts dominated the diag-

nostic artifacts in the collections (Rast 1999).  The ten addi-

tional artifacts donated to the Province of Newfoundland and 

Labrador by Bill Melbourne and presented in this report con-

tain artifacts which may belong to those two cultural groups, 

and also suggest that other Recent Indian or Palaeoeskimo 

groups may have used the area.   There are artifacts in the 

collection which are reminiscent of the Cow Head complex, 

Groswater Palaeoeskimo, and the Beaches complex.  Lacking 

the context provided by a systematic investigation, it is diffi-

cult to know which artifacts should be considered together 

and which tools are unrelated to each other.  Similarly, radio-

carbon dates are absent from the collection, which would 

help sort the artifacts into their respective chronological se-

quence and cultural affiliation.  In the case of most artifacts, 

there are multiple plausible interpretations and cultures that 

may have contributed to the collection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cow Head complex is suggested by several large bifaces 

and unifaces.  One large biface (Figure 2, Photo 1) made 

from chert is visually identical to the predominant raw materi-

al collected and quarried at the Spearbank site on the Cow 

Head peninsula  (Tuck 1978, Hartery 2007 ).  The biface has 

damage to both lateral edges at the base, but is complete 

enough to show similarities with Cow Head bifaces, especially 

those classified by Hartery (2007) as ovate bifaces or asym-

metric lanceolate bifaces.  A second large biface (Figure 3, 

Photo 1) is too fragmentary to assign a cultural affiliation, 

however its size and percussion knapping  would make it at 

Culture Dates 

Maritime Archaic 5500-3300 B.P. 

Groswater Palaeoeski-
mo 

2800-1750 B.P. 

Dorset Palaeoeskimo 2100-1200 B.P. 

Cow Head complex 2000-1100 B.P. 

Beaches complex 1500-1000 B.P. 

Little Passage complex 1000-500 B.P. 

Table 1: Archaeological cultures mentioned in the 
text, with approximate dates in years before present 
(B.P.) for the Island of Newfoundland (Hartery 2007, 
Hartery and Rast 2001, Holly 2013, Rast 1999). 
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home in a Maritime Archaic or Cow Head complex collec-

tion.   

Two unifacially worked, large flake scrapers are also very sim-

ilar to artifacts identified in the Cow Head collection at the 

Spearbank site (Hartery 2007).  A convex side scraper made 

by unifacially retouching a large flake of Ramah chert (Figure 

5, Photo 4) is very similar in form and manufacture to a side 

scraper found in feature 44 in the Spearbank site’s upper ter-

race (see Hartery 2007:16).  Likewise, a large unifacially re-

touched soft hammer flake (Figure 8, Photo 7) made from a 

weathered white chert  has a very close look-alike in the Cow 

Head collection from Feature 44 at the Spearbank site (see 

Hartery 2007:16). 

A small side-notched projectile point or endblade made from 

Ramah chert (Figure 9, Photo 8) may indicate a Groswater 

Palaeoeskimo or Beaches complex presence at Big Barasway 

3.  The artifact is made on a flake and is very slightly plano-

convex as a result, but this feature does not appear to be in-

tentionally developed in the same way that the plano-convex 

cross-section is part of a Groswater Palaeoeskimo endblade.  

The base is thinned, rather than box-based, which is a Beach-

es projectile point trait, rather than a Groswater Palaeoeskimo 

endblade characteristic, although Groswater Palaeoeskimo 

knives may be thinned at the base.  Likewise, the height of 

the notches may be more in line with a Groswater Palaeoeski-

mo affiliation rather than Beaches (Stephen Hull pers. comm. 

2016).  The biface is not a perfectly diagnostic specimen of 

either culture, but it seems to possess more Groswater Palae-

oeskimo features than Beaches. 

A hafted biface (Figure 6, Photo 5) made from a large flake of 

speckled blue-grey rhyolite may be a very crudely made pro-

jectile point or more likely a knife.  The dorsal surface of the 

tool is scarred from previous flake removals while the ventral 

surface is largely untouched except for small pressure flakes 

along one bifacially worked edge and in the notches or stem 

area.  The distal end, right lateral edge, and the notches are 

bifacially retouched, while the the left edge is unifacially 

worked on the dorsal surface only.  The general outline is 

suggestive of a projectile point, but the intentionally rounded 

tip, and assymetric shape and retouch along the edges would 

be more consistent with a knife.  The style of notches or stem 

and the overal degree of work on the tool would suggest a 

Maritime Archaic or Cow Head origin for the tool.   

Without any associated context, the tip of a large biface 

(Figure 7, Photo 6)  is too fragmentary to assign to any partic-

ular culture, although it would be very unusual in a Palaeoes-

kimo site.  It seems more likely to be a Maritime Archaic or 

Recent Indian artifact.  Likewise, three small stone flakes 

(Figures 4, 10, 11, and Photos 3, 9, 10)) have limited potential 

to have a definitive cultural affiliation assigned to them and at 

best indicate that some stone working was being carried out 

at the site by one or more cultures.  One of the flakes (Figure 

10, Photo 9) is Ramah Chert.  A blue grey, fine grained chert 

of the type associated with Palaeoeskimo and Little Passage 

sites in the Burgeo area has very small chips removed from 

the edges, most likely the result of usewear.  This utilized 

flake may have been used as a small, expedient cutting tool.  
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Figure 2: CjBk-03:78 Illustration by Emma Culligan 
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Photo 1: CjBk-03:78 Photo by Maryssa Barras 
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Figure 3: CjBk-03:79 Illustration by Maryssa Barras 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2: CjBk-03:79 Photo by Ian Petty 
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Figure 4: CjBk-03:80 Illustration by Jazpyn Osmond 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 3: CjBk-03:80 Photo by Jazpyn Osmond 
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Figure 5: CjBk-03:81 Illustration by Allison McGarry 

 

 

 

Photo 4: CjBk-03:81 Photo by Christine Conlan 
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Figure 6: CjBk-03:82 Illustration by Allison McGarry 

 

 

 

 

Photo 5: CjBk-03:82 Photo by Peter Easton 
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Figure 7: CjBk-03:83 Illustration by Tiffany Tucker  

 

 

 

Photo 6: CjBk-03:83 Photo by Leslie Howard 
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Figure 8: CjBk-03:84 Illustration by Tim Rast 

 

 

 

Photo 7: CjBk-03:84 Photo by Tim Rast 
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Figure 9: CjBk-03:85 Illustration by Margaret Way 

 

 

 

 

Photo 8: CjBk-03:85 Photo by Margaret Way 
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Figure 10: CjBk-03:86 Illustration by Jennifer Lyver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 9: CjBk-03:86 Photo by Jennifer Lyver 
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Figure 11: CjBk-03:87 Illustration by Jennifer Lyver 

 

 

 

 

Photo 10: CjBk-03:87 Photo by Tim Rast 
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Venils Passage, CjBj-21 

 

Venils Passage is a small site located on the south coast of 

Cuttail Island in the Burgeo group of islands (Figure 1).  The 

site is located on a rocky point on the southeast foot of Cut-

tail Island’s highest hill.  It faces Our Harbour on Venils Is-

land and in 1997, Gus Melbourne (Bill Melbourne’s brother) 

guided Rast to the site where they conducted shovel tests 

(Rast 1999).  No diagnostic artifacts were recovered at that 

time, although 35 chert flakes and cores along with a poten-

tial hearth feature were found in the test pits (Rast 1999:146).  

Based on the location of the site on an exposed point on an 

island and the abundance of fine grained chert in the shovel 

tests, Rast suggested that it appeared more consistent with 

Palaeoeskimo sites in the area than any other precontact cul-

ture (Rast 1999:147). 

The five artifacts collected and donated by Bill Melbourne 

discussed in this report are consistent with a Palaeoeskimo 

origin for the site and also indicate an historic European pres-

ence.  The precontact material in the collection includes two 

small bifaces (Figure 14, 15 and Photo 13, 14) and a micro-

blade or linear flake (Figure 16, Photo 15) made on fine 

grained chert.  Both of the bifaces are missing their distal 

ends and one of them, CjBj-21:11 (Photo 13), has a small 

amount of unifacial retouch or usewear inside the snapped 

edge, indicating that the tool had continued to be used after it 

was broken as an expedient scraper.    None of these artifacts 

are diagnostic to a particular Palaeoeskimo culture or time 

period and the Little Passage complex also includes triangular 

bifaces and linear flakes consistent with the artifacts found by 

Mr. Melbourne.  The location of the site on an island still 

suggests a Palaeoeskimo origin is likely, but a Little Passage 

Recent Indian occupation can not be ruled out. 

The single ceramic fragment (Figure 13, Photo 12) has a buff 

fabric and blue and white glaze.  This “Flow Blue” or 

“Flowing Colours” ware was made in England from the 

1840s until the end of the 19th Century (Miller 1991). 

The fifth and final piece in the Melbourne Collection is a red 

nodule of an iron rich mineral (Figure 12, Photo 11), con-

sistent with one of the many forms of red ochre used by the 

Pre-Contact inhabitants of Newfoundland.  It doesn’t appear 

modified and in the context of a surface collection it is diffi-

cult to determine what, if any, cultural significance belongs to 

the piece.   

Figure 12: CjBj-21:09 Illustration by  

Alicia Morry 

Photo 11: CjBj-21:09 Photo by Alicia Morry 
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Figure 13: CjBj-21:10 Illustration by Anna Sparrow 

 

 

 

 

Photo 12: CjBj-21:10 Photo by Anna Sparrow 



 19 

Figure 14: CjBj-21:11 Illustration by Anna Sparrow 

 

 

 

Photo 13: CjBj-21:11 Photo by Emma Martin 
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Figure 15: CjBj-21:12 Illustration by Tiffany Brazil 

 

 

Photo 14: CjBj-21:12 Photo by Kate Pitcher 
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Figure 16: CjBj-21:13 Illustration by Amber Favreau 

 

 

 

Photo 15: CjBj-21:13 Photo by Cheryl McCullough 
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Summary and Conclusion 

The collection documented in this report is small with 

limited contextual information.  Despite these limits, 

Mr. Melbourne’s generosity in sharing his collection has 

made a positive impact on the archaeology of New-

foundland and Labrador. 

First, the collection contains diagnostic artifacts which 

have revealed previously unsuspected cultures at two 

sites near Burgeo.  In addition to the previously record-

ed Maritime Archaic and Dorset Palaeoeskimo cultures, 

Big Barasway 3 (CjBk-03) now contains evidence of the 

Cow Head complex, and either Groswater Palaeoeskimo 

or the Beaches complex.  Mr. Melbourne’s donated arti-

facts from Venils Passage (CjBj-21) indicate a 19th centu-

ry European presence at the site and help narrow down 

the unknown precontact evidence at the site to a proba-

ble Palaeoeskimo or less likely Little Passage occupation. 

Secondly, Bill Melbourne’s donation of the artifacts pro-

vided senior undergraduate archaeology students at Me-

morial University with an opportunity to practice docu-

menting a valuable and previously unknown collection 

of stone tools.  The Newfoundland and Labrador Ar-

chaeological Society’s inclusion of this project in their 

Community Collections Archaeology Research Project 

(CCARP) provides the students with an opportunity to 

publish their research and acknowledges Mr. Mel-

bourne’s contribution to our understanding of this 

Province’s ancient past. 
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